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NICHOLS FONG AVEY
Abstract
Post-tsunami Aceh Indonesia represents a contemporary
example of lost built cultural heritage, with the
destruction of signiﬁcant buildings, whole communities
and archival materials in 2004. This paper proposes
reconsidering ‘the archive’ as an interactive set of
multi-modal representations. Framed from one
perspective, as a disaster recovery tool, is a research
method combining outcome and process to safeguard
against future losses of built and socio-cultural heritage.
Immersive research methods engage onsite interaction,
community shared experiences, engagement, collective
remembering for purposes beyond recording built
heritage. The production of research in the absence
of community collaboration or situational immersion
represents an intellectual exercise that is detached
from any ‘real’ physical appreciation of the subject.
Architectural anthropology underpins a process that
employs material in digital and virtual representational
modes, simultaneously, to record traditional Acehnese
built forms and related socio-cultural practices. Collated
virtual modelling technologies have the capabilities
to innovatively re-imagine sensorial and experimental
spatialities of lost Acehnese urban environments,
activating new archival collections. The research
process discussed aims to record, produce and reimagine
data, producing interactive archival material in a form
accessible to audiences beyond language and cultural
boundaries, to reﬂect on the human condition for
disaster relief situations.
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